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Elgin Humane Society Adoption Center



Foster Home Policies
For your home to be approved to become a foster home for the Elgin Humane Society Adoption Center, please review the following policies regarding fostering animals:

The cost for food, shelter, and care for the foster animal is the responsibility of the foster family.

Foster families must keep the Shelter Manager updated on the progress, problems, concerns, and behavioral traits (good and bad) that they notice in the foster animal.

If an animal is injured or becomes ill, contact the Shelter Manager or Executive Director immediately.  Unless the situation is an emergency, veterinarian bills will not be reimbursed unless prior approval is granted.

Foster families affirm that they will bring the animal to the Adoption Center for all adoption events for which the animal is eligible.  The set Adoption Days are posted on our web site at www.elginhumanesociety.com.  The foster families will be informed in advance of any additional adoption events.
Foster families are not allowed to participate in any way in the adoption process.  Foster families are not allowed to screen potential adopters.  The Adoption Counselors and Coordinators work very hard to ensure that all the animals adopted through our organization are placed in the best homes possible, and the animal that you are fostering is no exception.  Foster families provide behavioral information regarding the foster animal to help in selecting the best home for the animal.

Foster families may apply to adopt the foster animal, but remember that by adopting you save one life and by fostering, you save many.  Foster families are considered in the same manner that other adopters are considered, which is the “first come or most appropriate home for the animal.”  The consideration for the most appropriate home will be decided by the President.
Foster animals will not be removed from the adoption list unless adoption paperwork is completed, submitted, and approved for adoption to the Adoption Counselor or Coordinator.  That is, no animal will be “held” from other potential adopters while a foster family decides whether to adopt the animal.

Foster animals will be brought to the Elgin Humane Society Adoption Center as soon as the reason for their fostering (age, illness, behavior) is resolved and the Shelter Manager assigns a kennel or cage for that animal.  Keeping animals in foster homes when they are available for adoption diminishes adoption opportunities for the animal.

Foster families will immediately relinquish the foster animal by request of the Elgin Humane Society Adoption Center, Shelter Manager, or Executive Director.  Foster animals may be moved from one foster family to another to expand the animals’ experiences.
I / We have reviewed, and I / we understand and agree to abide by the above listed policies.

Sign: __________________________________ Sign: __________________________________
Date: __________________________________ 

Foster Home Application

By completing this application and providing a reference from a veterinarian (vet), you are giving the Elgin Humane Society express authorization to contact and confirm that the listed vet may provide information about the care and treatment of your current animals.

Vet’s name: ____________________________________

Address: ______________________________________
               ______________________________________

   ______________________________________
Phone numbers: ___________ (Home) ___________ (Work) ___________ (Cell)

E-mail address: __________________________________

Are you a member of the Elgin Humane Society?   _______ Yes _______ No 
Have you ever fostered an animal before? _______ Yes _______ No  
Do you own your home?  _______ Yes _______ No 
Do you rent your home?  _______ Yes _______ No
Who lives at the home where the animal will be fostered?  For individuals under the age of 18, please additionally provide their age.  
Please list the animals that you own by type (dog, cat, etc.) and age.  

Foster Home Application 
Are your animals spayed or neutered?  _______ Yes _______ No
Do you have a yard or kennel area that is securely fenced?  _______ Yes _______ No 
What type of animal do you want to foster and how many of each?
Dogs________ Puppies_______ Cats _________ Kittens ________

Do you prefer male, female, or either? _____________________________________________

Where will the foster animal stay at your home (i.e., in a crate, in the yard, in the house)? 
How many hours during the day will the animal be alone?  ________ Hours
Where will the animal stay when you are gone for an extended time (i.e., on vacation)? 

Signature Page
By signing below, you acknowledge that if an animal is placed with you for foster care, you will be responsible for the care of the animal, and that you will contact the Elgin Humane Society Adoption Center, Shelter Manager, or Executive Director if a medical condition exists that requires treatment.  
By signing below, you also are stating that you are aware that the Elgin Humane Society cannot guarantee the health, temperament, or training of the animals.  The Elgin Humane Society, its past, present, and future officers, directors, agents, and employees will not be held responsible for any defects or illness that the animal might have or might develop or for any damage or injury to any person or property that might be caused by the animals.  
The foster family agrees to release and indemnify and hold harmless the Elgin Humane Society and its past, present, and future officers, directors, agents, and employees from and against any and all liability, claims, suits, actions, judgments, costs, or fees, including reasonable attorney fees and damages for any damage or injury to any person or property that might be caused by the animals or arise out of or in connection with the animals.
Sign: __________________________________ Sign: __________________________________

Date: __________________________________ 
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